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Laurens L.M. Van Deenen was appointed professor in the newly founded Department of Biochemistry at 
the State University of Utrecht in 1961. Over the following years under Van Deenen’s leadership, the 
Department has become an internationally renowned centre of lipid and biomembrane research. This book, 
which is dedicated to Van Deenen, is the proceedings of a Symposium held in June 1986 to celebrate the 
Department’s 25th anniversary. The contributors are colleagues, collaborators and former students of Van 
Deenen and between them they give a wide-ranging coverage of the field of membrane lipids. The opening 
chapter by De Haas, De Gier, Van den Bosch and Wirtz gives a historical account of the most important 
achievements of Van Deenen’s department in the fields of phospholipid synthesis, phospholipases, model 
systems, lipid phase behaviour, phospholipid metabolism, lipid transfer proteins and the role of lipids in 
biological membranes. Subsequent chapters cover physical and spectroscopic studies and investigations of 
monolayers and liposomes, although black lipid membranes (‘BLMS’) are not included. One chapter is 
devoted to applications of liposomes in biology and medicine. The topic of phospholipases i  taken up again 
in two further chapters, while phospholipid biosynthesis, platelet plasma membranes and the pulmonary 
surfactant system also receive attention. The book concludes with an interesting account of drug-induced 
diseases which are characterised by increased cellular deposition of phospholipids. For the most part, the 
contributors provide a historical view of the development of their subject area as well as presenting recent 
progress and thoughts on future trends. This will be a useful book to have on hand for all those with an 
interest in membrane lipids. It could prove particularly valuable to graduate students by providing in one 
volume an account of progress achieved in a variety of topics relating to lipids and membranes. Above all, 
the book is a fitting tribute to Van Deenen’s own remarkable contribution to lipid and membrane 
biochemistry over the past 25 years. 
R.J. Cherry 
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